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What inspired a Canadian artist to move to 
Amsterdam? 
I wanted to broaden my horizons beyond 
North America and to land a job in ICT here 
in 2001. I was also on a quest for more 
inspiration, a community of likeminded artists, 
history, culture and felt I might find more of 
this in Europe.
An ICT expert and an artist?
My work in ICT pays the bills. But, to be 
honest, I also like exploring the whole 
approach and psychology of User Interface 
Design and Interactivity. 
Are you focussed on an audience when you 
paint?
At the moment I’m focussed on creating a 
message to have people think about what’s 
going on in the painting and possibly, by 
extension, in their own lives. It’s a bonus 
really if a person understands and enjoys my 
work! I hardly ever promote myself. Last year 
I exhibited in a cultural event in Amsterdam 
and I showed at the Rijksmuseum during the 
museum night one year. I suppose I paint for 
myself. An audience of course would be the 
pay-off.

Why do you paint then?
I paint to resolve the issues in my head. 
To explore tensions, conflicts, visually and 
socially, and to try to convey things that words 
just cannot.
So how did you start out?
I come from quite a creative family. My father 
paints and writes, my sister writes, my mom 
plays the piano. Having this in the family is 
both inspiring and really helps with moral 
support. When I was 20 I travelled throughout 
Europe and a bit beyond. In Morocco I got 
mugged. When I returned from the trip my 
grandmother died soon after. She was a 
tremendous force and a beacon of strength 
and truth for me. This completely changed 
my whole outlook on life. I suffered from 
post-traumatic stress syndrome and I was on 
prescribed Stelazine for 3 years! (A medication 
for high level of anxiety and schizophrenia).
I really needed to find a voice for all that 
anxiety I was going through. Perfect timing 
to switch to the faculty of Fine arts from 
Engineering. So I went through the honours 
degree programme which gave me a thorough 
grounding in a wide range of fine art media: 
film, sculpture and photography. 

Yet you did not become a full-time painter.
I’d like to become a full-time painter, but I 
don’t want to sacrifice art and creativity for the 
purpose of commercial success. One of my 
all-time heroes is Johnny Lydon from the Sex 
Pistols. He has remained true to his music and 
his cause of anti-establishment. I feel that’s 
really important. And I’m trying to stay true to 
my work.
What makes a good painting?
I believe a good painting explores a deeper 
human understanding in an engaging manner. 
Visual tensions and intentional flaws should 
invite the viewer to ask questions and to stir 
up something inside the viewer, strike a chord 
somewhere.
What are your paintings trying to explore?
I want to dig below the surface and explore 
the subliminal world of emotions. Recently I 
have been exploring various juxtapositions 
within common subject matter: a woman, a 
landscape, flowers and geometric shapes.  

You say emotion…
Obviously I could incorporate several 
emotions but I don’t feel an artist’s job is to 
express his or her own feelings and emotions 
but rather to explore a theme, a message and 
maybe a single emotion in detail and see what 
it does.
And how do you go about producing your 
paintings?
I start with a pencil sketch on the canvas that I 
fill in with some basic colours to set up texture 
and depth. For example, even if it is a black-
haired girl, I always paint the hair yellow first 
as that gives room for highlights and body in 
the hair. Then I gradually add more colour and 
details. Once I have the basic painting I look 
at how I can simplify things or change the 
interaction between the elements. Sometimes 
this means adding more paint. The modifying 
and simplifying can take some time. One of 
my paintings weighs quite a bit because it is 
made up of forty layers of paint!
Do you ever feel a painting is finished?
A painting is finished when all the facets have 
been lined up. Ultimately I want to say as 
much as possible as simply as possible. And 

not to over perfect my work because, as I said 
earlier, flaws evoke questions.  
What other subjects do you enjoy painting?
An interior space, a floral composition or a 
landscape; anything that can reflect a certain 
mood and transmit a particular message. As 
soon as you know that, then you can paint 
anything. 
And finally if you had lived in the golden 
age then which painter would you have 
liked to be and why?
One or a combination of the two greats: 
Caravaggio and Da Vinci. Their work shows 
incredible craftsmanship and portrayed 
fantastic eye to detail, mood, atmosphere, 
lighting techniques, naturalism, etc. They 
understood the attribute of simplicity and how 
to focus their talents to garner a narrative or 
story. They played on the subliminal brilliantly!
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