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Coronation or 
Inauguration?

Prince Charles must have had a            
heart-stopping moment. The British 

tabloids headlined “Queen steps down in favour 
of her middle-aged son!” Unfortunately for Prince 
Charles, the press were referring to Queen Beatrix 
and her eldest son Willem-Alexander.

But can a Dutch monarch just quit?  
The simple answer is,  Absolutely! 
Unlike in Britain, where Queen Elizabeth also holds 
religious titles and seems to see it as her duty to 
rule until she is no longer able, the Dutch monarch 
is more or less a government job. The queen or 
king is the head of state and falls under the range 
of responsibilities of the prime minister. 

What have the Dutch people had to say 
about this? 
There are a few republicans who want the 
monarchy abolished. But the large majority of 
Dutch — probably even most republicans — like 
the queen and think she has handled her job 
with grace. She has been part of Dutch lives for 
a generation, through national tragedies and 
triumphs. In casual conversation, people refer 
to her simply as “Bea.” As former Prime Minister 
Wim Kok put it, when he heard the news she was 
stepping down: “I got goose bumps. You know it’s 
coming, but still, it’s the end of an era.” Beatrix’s 
abdication speech drew 7 million viewers out of a 
population of 16.8 million — close to the 8 million 
who watched the soccer World Cup final the Dutch 
lost in 2010.  For a football-mad nation like the 
Dutch, that’s a significant number. >>>

by Alison Smith
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Who is this Willem-Alexander guy?
That would be Crown Prince Willem-Alexander 
Claus George Ferdinand. The Dutch informally call 
him “Wim-Lex,” which is a step up from “Prince 
Pilsner,” the nickname the tabloids gave him during 
his boozy university days.
Willem-Alexander’s image improved as he became 
a family man with three young daughters and 
developed a career as a diplomat and water 
management expert. The prince’s wife, Argentine 
investment banker Maxima Zorreguieta, is probably 
more popular than he is.
In line with the professional attitude of the Dutch 
monarchy, Willem-Alexander has served on various 
international water management boards, while 
soon-to-be Queen Maxima has been involved in 
promoting microfinance projects in developing 
countries.  Willem-Alexander can pilot jet planes, 
skate a 200-kilometre marathon along frozen 
canals in sub-zero weather conditions, and run the 
New York marathon. The 45-year-old has served 
on a U.N. advisory panel and been a member of 
the International Olympic Committee — a job he 
regretfully quit because it could conflict with his 
new kingly duties after he is inaugurated. 

“Inaugurated?”  Don’t you mean 
“Crowned?”
Nope. Willem-Alexander won’t be getting a crown 
placed on his head, or become overlord of all Dutch 
people. This goes back to the difference between 
the Dutch and British royal houses. The Dutch 
monarchy is not just more modern in viewing the 
kingship as more of a profession than a perhaps 
divinely ordained role, it’s literally more modern. 
It was founded after the American Revolutionary 

War, and, more importantly in European terms, 
after the French Revolution. Dutch monarchs 
are inaugurated at a meeting of the upper and 
lower houses of the Dutch Parliament, where 
they promise to serve and uphold the country’s 
constitution.

What will they be called from now on?
As a commoner, you are still supposed to address 
the monarch as “your highness,” if you happen to 
bump into him or her at cocktail party. It’s protocol. 
Maxima will no longer be called Princess of the 
Netherlands but her new regal title will be Queen 
Maxima. It has been clarified that the regal title 
Maxima will show from April 30 onwards , Queen of 
the Netherlands, will be “honorary” and that, from 
that day onwards, the first in the line of succession 
(to the throne) will be her eldest, young princess 
Amalia, 9. Maxima will not share the king’s political 
and military powers. The Dutch will return to 
referring to the current Queen Beatrix as Princess 
of Orange-Nassau. 
 
So what will happen this year on April 30th?
Usually, April 30th, Queens’ Day, rivals New 
Year’s Eve as the biggest bash of the year in the 
Netherlands. There hasn’t been a king on the 
Dutch throne in more than 100 years, but this 
year’s celebration will probably be the last Queens’ 
Day until one of Willem-Alexander’s daughters, 

presumably the oldest, Catharina-Amalia, someday 
replaces him.
Queen Beatrix’s decision to hand over the throne to 
her eldest son may have historical significance, but 
the actual process and ceremony is very simple.
On April 30, she will sign a document – the act of 
abdication – and Willem-Alexander automatically 
becomes king, although he still has to be 
inaugurated. His oldest daughter, Catharina-Amalia, 
will automatically become first in line to succeed 
him. Willem-Alexander will be sworn in in the 
Nieuwe Kerk in Amsterdam, but it will be a secular 
rather than a religious ceremony.

The inauguration
The inauguration takes the form of a meeting of 
the upper and lower houses of parliament, as set 
down in the constitution. This means all members 
of the lower and upper houses of parliament will be 
there as will a limited number of other guests. One 
person who won’t be there is Princess Maxima’s 
father, who was Agriculture Minister in Argentina 
in the murderous Videla regime of the late 1970s. 
Out of diplomatic considerations, her family won’t 

be attending when she is sworn in as queen and 
Willem Alexander is inaugurated as king.
The new king will then swear to be faithful to the 
constitution and to fulfil his role properly.
The crown, sceptre and orb – traditional signs of 
royalty – as well the kingdom’s sword, symbolizing 
his power, will be laid out in front of Willem-
Alexander, as will a copy of the constitution. But the 
crown will not be placed on his head and is never 
worn.
After the king’s pledge, all the 225 members of 
the upper and lower houses of parliament will 
individually swear their allegiance to the new 
monarch.
The new king, who will be known as Willem-
Alexander, will then appear on the balcony of the 
royal palace on Amsterdam’s Dam Square to meet 
his people
Given the inauguration deliberately coincides 
with Queen’s Day, it is not yet clear what the 
implications for the usual city centre celebrations 
will be.
It is also the last time Queen’s Day will be 
celebrated on April 30. 

King’s Day
From 2014, the name will change to King’s 
Day and will switch to Willem-Alexander’s 
birthday on April 27.>>>
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What does the inauguration schedule look like?
The ceremony will certainly be televised  and highlights 
of the day will most certainly be the speeches on the 
palace balcony by Princess Beatrix, the current Queen, 
and the new King. Joining them on the balcony will be 
the new Princess of Orange, as well as TRH Princesses 
Alexia and Ariane. The high level program for April 30 will 
be as follows:

10:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
The official abdication of HM Queen Beatrix in the Royal 
Palace. The Queen will sign the Act of Abdication which 
will then be read by the Director of the Queen. Members 
of the royal family will be present.

10:30 a.m. – 10:50 a.m. 
HM King Willem-Alexander, HM Queen Maxima and HRH 
Princess Beatrix will appear on the palace balcony. They 
will wave to the crowds and the King and former Queen 
will each deliver speeches. HRH The Princess of Orange, 
Princess Alexia, and Princess Ariane will be present at 
the historic occasion.

2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
HM King Willem-Alexander will be sworn in during 
a session of the States-General of the Netherlands. 
The President of the Senate, Fred de Graaf will give a 
speech. Members of the States-General and delegates of 
Aruba, Curaçao and Sint Maarten will take an oath. 

4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
A reception will be held for the members of the States-
General at the Royal Palace.This will be the first event for 
Princess Catherina-Amalia in her new position as heir to 
the throne. It is expected that after the events of April 30 
that she will be seen more in public beside her parents. 
Media coverage is unclear, but it is extremely likely the 
whole day will be streaming live online. 


