
 

Annual General Meeting 

British Society of Amsterdam 

Held at the Badhuistheater, Amsterdam  

1st September 2016, commencing at 19.30 

 

 

 

Present:  Nick Nugent, Gillian Brooks, William Tweddle, John Cameron-Webb, William 

Laird, Kirsten Pyle, Rupert Apthorp, Dee Bodle, Gillian Barratt, Paul Morgan,  

 

Apologies received from Andy Symmonds, Alison Smith, Paul Huxley   

 

Proxies 
There were no written proxies received. Notice of attendance circulated. 

 

Agenda 
There were no exceptions to the agenda, so it was adopted for the meeting. 

 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting, held on 24th September 2015  
There were no objections to the minutes, which were therefore taken as read. 

 

Annual Report from the Chairman – Nick Nugent  
 

The Chairman gave a vote of thanks to: 

- John Cameron-Webb  

- “Zine” team – Alison, John, Andy, Benjamin, Dave, Dee  

- John (website)  

- Kirsten (secretary) 

- William (treasurer)  

- Gillian (membership) 

- Geoff (tennis)  

- Paul Huxley (Shakespeare’s birthday, squash) 

- Sharon (soft tennis)  

- David (badminton)   

- Craig and Naomi for 2015 Bonfire night  

- Elliott Ford-Jones for this years bonfire 

- Jane for 2015 Ball 

- Dee for this year’s ball 

- Simon (golf)  

- Stephen for his help generally 

- Alison and Margaret (Burns night) 

 

 

 

 



  

The Chairman started by announcing that due to illness, John Richardson was stepping 

down as webmaster and Zine editor with immediate effect. Alison was stepping in for the 

September issue of Zine and we would commence the search for a new webmaster.  

 

Nick discussed the digitization of the society, saying that we have a Google drive for major 

documents relating to the society. We also started a Meet-up page during the year, which 

worked well for squash, country dancing, badminton & the curry night. We were looking 

at the possibility of starting a YouTube channel in the future.  

 

Nick continued by saying that last year, it felt as if Britsoc had lost some of its Britishness. 

However, thanks to Brexit we appear to be right on trend again. Information about Brexit 

provided on our Facebook page had 3000 to 4000 looking at it. It therefore feels like we 

have some momentum and now is the time to exploit the focus on Britain.  

 

During the year, the society became a free organization. membership fees are no longer 

charged.  

 

Due to this change and other matters, we have engaged a lawyer, Tom Phijffer to discuss 

legal matter.  

 

The Chairman continued by saying we have agreed to pay for the services of Benjamin, 

our photographer for covering events, as the images are great, and one of the reasons why 

these events remain so popular.  

 

He also commented that we need to retain an insurance advisor.  

 

We have also started to build relationships with social venues, such as Mike’s 

Badhuistheater, where the AGM is being held tonight. We also have some events with 

Anglo Info and a close relationship with the American Womens’ Club.  

 

We continue to have a good relationship with the British School, which has a new principal, 

Paul Morgan.  

 

We hope to do other events with Mike in the Badhuistheater in the future. He has very 

kindly offered us a 25% discount on any future shows he puts on.  

 

The MeetUp page has been very successful and 86 events have been hosted since last 

September, with an average of 7 a month. It appears to have brought a younger crowd to t 

he society and has helped squash and Scottish country dancing gain new members.  

 

However Nick continued that if want to organise more events, we might need a specific 

events organiser.  We have to discuss this in our regular committee meetings and whether 

we should even consider paying someone to do this for us.   

 



Turning to upcoming events, we are hoping to organise a Mass Blind Date. There is the 

Expatica Fair on 2nd October, for whom we are looking for volunteers. And of course, 

Bonfire night and the Ball.  

 

Nick has provisionally booked the Tolhuistuin for a garden party next year.  

 

In relation to positions on the committee, Nick proposed to have an events coordinator 

position and a school liaison position, for all the major schools, with whom we have 

relationships. Nick proposed that Paul bcome the BSA liaison.  

 

In questions from the members, Dee enquired how many Facebook followers we have 

(around 1200). She wondered whether it would be good to have all the “members” of the 

society on one list. The comment was made that it would be hard to reconcile all the 

different lists, as the sports clubs essentially run themselves.  

 

 

Treasurers Report and approval of the accounts for the Year ending 30 June 2016 

 

- Membership fee income has decreased by EUR 1.1K to EUR 1.8K due to 

decision to discontinue paid membership  

 

- Advertising income decreased by EUR 0.5K to EUR 5.9K.  

    

- Admin costs increased from EUR 3.0K to EUR 4.2K due to legal fees, copyright 

settlement and Expatica sponsorship.  

 

- Website costs remained steady at EUR 5 K.  

 

- Income from activities had a loss of EUR 3.4 K, compared to a surplus of EUR 

4K in the previous year. This was due to the Christmas event being a 

straightforward dinner in 2015, while in 2016 a full Ball was held, which made a 

loss of EUR 4.1 K.  

 

- In total, there was a net loss of EUR 4.7K compared to a surplus of EUR 5.6K, in 

the previous year.  

 

- Cash balances decreased to EUR 33.5K (41.8K in 2015). Receivables however 

were also higher at EUR 10.4K (5.9K in 2015).  

 

 

Election of Officers 

 

The following nominations to the Committee were made and approved:  

 

Nick Nugent – Chairman 

Rupert Apthorp – Treasurer 



Kirsten Pyle – Secretary  

Webmaster - Vacant 

Andy Symmonds – Marketing and advertising 

 

Gillian Brooks –  Committee member  

Dee Bodle – Committee Member  

Stephen Huyton-  Committee member  

 

A vote of thanks was given to William for all his hard work during his time as Treasurer.   

 

Other Business  

 

John Cameron Webb underlined the importance of the British footprint in Amsterdam. He 

added that he would like us to reach out to the Dutch more in future. He underlined that 

our friendship is independent of whatever else happens to Europe following Brexit. He also 

mentioned that the British ambassador is very keen on the British society and its flagship 

in the Netherlands.  

 

Gillian added that she had been to the Brexit meeting organized by the Amsterdam mayor 

and found him very diplomatic.  

 

An agenda point was taken that it might be nice to invite the mayor to the ball.  

 

It was proposed that Paul Morgan be named as liaison for the British school. This proposal 

was carried.  

 

Discussion ensured as to other links with schools – there was a possible link to a school in 

Enkhuizen and Dee has links with the Dutch teaching department at the University of 

Sheffield.  

 

There was no further business, so the meeting was closed.  

 


