
Beth Johnson is the owner of Boekhandel Van Rossum (Beethovenstraat 
32 in Amsterdam) which sells a wide range of Dutch and English books.

M
y latest discovery 
is a book that was 
published more than 
one hundred years 

ago by Frances Hodgson Burnett.  
Known for her children’s books 
(The Secret Garden, Little Lord 
Fauntleroy, 
The Little 
Princess – all 
still thoroughly 
delightful), 
Burnett began 
to write for 
adults when she 
left England for 
the U.S in the 
late 1800s.  The 
re-discovered 
work, A Lady of Quality, now re-
issued by Hesperus Press, begins 
in 1690 with the birth to a boorish 
country aristocrat of one of the 
most tempestuous, strong-willed 
and determined female characters 
in literature. The young Clorinda 

Beth’s Book Review | DEC/JAN 2014

grows up wild and head-strong but her story is one of 
upward mobility and, as she weathers the storms of life, 
her indomitable character evidences increasing self-
improvement. While a touch moralistic toward the end, 
this storyline is never cloying or sentimental and it is a 
surprisingly modern take on the role women can play in 
changing the world around them.  To my astonishment, a 
thoroughly enjoyable historical novel.

I was just brainstorming with one of my daughters about 
why people would want to read about suicide.  She rightly 
said – because people struggle to understand it.  

All the Bright Places is one of 
those special books which teaches 
us to face the idea of death while 
it shows us how to live.  Jennifer 
Niven has written a warm, tragic 
and glowing work about the 
loneliness and the brightness of 
teen life.  Her tone perfectly mirrors 
how young people look at the world 
as they search for their place in it. 
This will be one of the top Young 

Adult titles of the year and deserves your attention as well.  
Publication by Penguin is now scheduled for January 2015.

By Beth Johnson
I would like to share our exciting news with you. In these times 
of increasing use of e-readers and online ordering,  Boekhandel 
van Rossum is expanding into the shop next door! The permit 
requests are now with City Hall and we hope to welcome you 
to the opening of the new shop in March of 2015.  To celebrate 
and stimulate our thinking about our notion of the 21st century 
bookshop, I gave each of my employees a copy of Jen Campbell‘s 
new work, The Bookshop Book.  This author of Weird Things 
Customers Say in Bookshops has written about more than 300 
booksellers who are housed in barns, abandoned factories, boats, 
buses and railway stations in her new ode to the bookstore. 
Bookshops are full of stories and booksellers want to share their 
passion for those tales with their customers.  As we take this 
stand for the physical book and the physical bookstore, we do 
encourage you to visit us!

www.boekhandelvanrossum.nl

The Amber Fury by Natalie Haynes is a modern 
thriller cum Greek tragedy in five acts. Alex Morris 
has lost her fiancé, her career as a theatre director, 
and any sense of future.  She flees to Edinburgh 
where her job as a teacher of young teens with major 
behavioural issues leads her to introduce the children 
to Greek plays about  family, vengeance, and destiny. 
The promise of imminent disaster hovers over the 
book.  Haynes is strongest in her descriptions of the 
classroom sessions where the personal histories of the 
characters blend into the discussion of the elements 
of Greek play-writing.  Best read within a week in 
order to keep the shifting scenes and characters at the 
foreground of your thoughts.  

The Scottish publisher Canongate just introduced me to a hugely 
successful American YA author, Emily Lockhart.  I immediately read two 
of her novels, both of which have an overriding theme of what happens 
to children of privilege.  

The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks is a cleverly 
written story of teens at an exclusive East Coast school.  An inner group 
of boys has a secret club tradition to uphold but the spunky Frankie is 
determined to play her own part in ensuring a memorable high school 
experience.  Clever and quirky, the story has tension and humour and 
is exceptionally well-written, maintaining a balance between petty teen 
issues and deeper social questions.  

Released this year, We Were Liars is a dramatic novel about an old-
money family with a private island summer home off Cape Cod.  
The oldest grandchild Cadence and her three cousins have been 
inseparable since childhood but when Cadence suffers an accident 
at fifteen and begins to suffer from migraines and amnesia, the story 
begins to flit from past to present as she tries to fit the pieces together.  

Part dysfunctional family drama with some issues of class and race, part 
teen romance and finally, the suspense of that fateful last summer.  The 
climax is totally unexpected and will keep the reader reflecting on the 
book for some time.  We Were Liars has received numerous awards.
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